Navigating through the maze of information appropriate for the "standard of care" for occupational and non-occupational clinical issues can be a daunting experience. This book provides "at a glance" pertinent information that will be useful in the occupational health setting by outlining the information needed to assess, treat, and plan care. This edition includes a glossary and acronym list as well as updated versions of all guidelines and program areas. Each clinical guideline has been peer reviewed and some contain supplemental information such as illustrations or comparison tables for clarification.
The manual is composed of three sections that encompass clinical guidelines spanning prevention and screening criteria (e.g., adult immunizations, cancer detection, hypertension screening and monitoring), primary care (e.g., allergic reaction, conjunctivitis, headaches, pharyngitis, tendonitis), and emergency care (e.g., abdominal trauma, anaphylactic shock, angina pectoris and cardiac chest pain).
These guidelines are succinct, presented in one or two page summaries formatted to contain problem definition, clinical characteristics, policy issues, clinical assessments and interventions, and referral and follow-up actions. Occupational health nurses will find these sections particularly helpful with the inclusion of vaccination schedules and comparison tables for some clinical JANUARY 2004, VOL. 52, NO.1 areas that lend themselves to differentiation from related or similar health conditions.
One of the assets of this manual is the inclusion of a section including special programs, such as automated external defibrillator, case management, disaster management, health promotion, and indoor environmental quality. This section is formatted to include a definition and purpose, program objectives and elements, interdisciplinary interaction and collaboration, and nursing roles. Occupational health nurses will find the Special Programs section useful for its practical application and general information.
Of equal importance are the last two sections of the manual-Occupational Health Resource Aids and Appendixes. These sections include sample exposure history forms, assessments, questionnaires, and community resources.
This manual is well written and organized to be user friendly. Tables and graphics are included to strengthen the understanding of specific issues and programs. One of the strengths of the book is the wide variety of clinical topics and the inclusion of non-occupational medical conditions commonly seen in occupational health departments.
This manual should be a required reference book in any occupational health department, and used in conjunction with textbooks and reference materials dealing with pathophysiology and detailed or comprehensive clinical etiology and treatment. Further, this manual may serve as the foundation by which to develop sitespecific or organizationally focused guidelines with protocols specific to the work environment.
The limitation of this manual is the necessity for periodic update of the clinical guidelines to present current information and introduce emerging occupational health issues. One aspect that could have been Media Review strengthened was the discussion on confidentiality of health and medical records (found in the Occupational Health Resource Aids section). While the authors provided an overview of the AAOHN Code of Ethics, a brief summary of the core components of the Americans with Disability Act, and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act would have been useful.
Overall, this manual will serve as an indispensable quick reference for occupational health nurses seeking information on clinical conditions, occupational health-related programs, and resource information to enhance the standard of care for occupational health nursing. 
